The prevention and management of the broken curet.
With repeated sharpening or improper technique, a curet tip may break inside a periodontal pocket. This creates a problem for the clinician because the tip usually cannot be seen or felt. This article offers suggestions that can prevent such breakage. The include instrument selection and application, appropriate use of force, and proper sharpening. The article also describes a pair of magnetic instruments that can remove a loose fragment when curet fracture occurs and explains how the instruments are used.